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Remarks 

Prior to the Request for Continued Examination, claims 1-20 were pending in the 
application with claims 1-20 rejected and no claims withdrawn from consideration. 
Claims 1, 8, and 15 are amended above. Claim 21 is added. 

Li the Final Rejection of August 4, 2003, all claims were rejected. The 
amendments to claims 1, 8, and 15 submitted on November 4 7 2003 were not entered 
because they would require further consideration and search. (Advisory Action of 
November 25, 2003, Continuation Sheet). Such amendments are presented above in the 
same form as they were previously submitted. Please consider them in light of the 
remarks made in the Amendment of November 4, 2003, which address the substance of 
the specific rejections made in the Final Rejection. 

New independent claim 21 is presented above to specifically define a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. Support for claim 21 is found generally throughout the 
specification, the description at page 4, line 10 to page 5, line 6; in Figures 2-4; and 
especially in Figure 4 for the recited increase in the oblique angle between first and 
second slots (22, 26). 

Pursuant to the duty of candor under 37CFR1.56, Figure 2 of US Patent 
1,630,441 (Lotz) is brought to the attention of Examiner. Lotz teaches a structure in 
which a third slot (as that term is used in the claims) is not "conforming to a width, 
length, and configuration of the leg" of the post as claimed in amended claims 1, 8 and 
15; and Lotz in does not teaches a third slot that is not "only slightly exceeding exterior 
dimensions of the leg of the fence post" as claimed in new claim 21. 
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Conclusion 

Please enter the amendments above and reconsider the application. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at your convenience. 




Registration No. 33,235 
Attorney for Applicant 
612-632-3067 (voice) 
612-632-4067 (direct fax) 
peter.forrest@gpmlaw.com 



April 28, 2006 

Gray Plant Mooty Mooty & Bennett, PA 
PO Box 2906 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0906 

GP:1 937480 vl 
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